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PROVINCE OF ONTARIO
DEPARTMENT OF MINES

RECENT GOLD DISCOVERIES AT OPEEPEESWAY 

Ey W. D. Harding

INTRODUCTION

Gold discoveries made in the vicinity of Opeepeesway lake during 
the summer of 1938 have caused a revival of interest in that area*

Scores of claims have been staked along a belt composed of 
igneous and sedimentary rocks of pre-Cambrian age, which strikes 
northwestward through Huffman, Osway, and Esther townships, in the 
district of Sudbury. The recent staking activity began in July, 
1938, when Bert Jerome found gold on the south shore of Opeepeesway 
lake. Numerous prospectors are in the area, and claims are being 
staked along the belt for a distance of about 15 ttiles. Surface 
work on the Jerome find indicates that the disoorerles may be of 
considerable importance.

HISTORY OF THE AREA

The Opeepeesway Lake area has for many years been favourably 
regarded as a prospecting field. During the past decade prospectors 
have obtained visible gold at scattered locations by panning the 
decomposed mineralized rock and vein material. Interesting assay 
results have also been obtained. At various tines during recent 
years claims have been staked, but none of the finds resulted in 
important developments, and by 1928 only a few mining locations were 
held in the area,

GENERAL GEOLOGY

The general geology of the Opeepeesway Lake area was reported on 
in detail by E.G. Laird in the Forty-fourth Annual Report of the 
Ontario Department of Mines, Volume XLIV, 1935, part 7.

The recent discoveries lie within a narrow belt consisting 
predominantly of highly folded Keewatin greenstones and Timiskaming 
sediments. These rocks contain intrusions of diorite, granite, 
porphyry, and quartz veins of Algoman age, and dikes of Keweenawan 
diabase.

The belt, which is flanked on the north and the south by exten 
sive areas of granite, extends westward from the Wist Shiningtree 
greenstone area to the Swayze area, a distance Of approximately ^0 
miles. In the vicinity of Opeepeesway lake the belt ranges in width 
from 3 to 7 miles. In this section the Keewlititt 'jNwjJcs consist largely 
of volcanics with some minor intercalated sedinents* They constitute 
the northern and southern margins of the belt and ire in contact with 
the granite. The Timiskamiag sediments consist 0(f conglomerate, 
arkose, greywacke, and quartzite. They foifejtjit central part or the 
belt and are flanked both to the north and south Taf the Keewatin 
volcanics*

Both the Keewatin and Timiskaming rocks are highly metamorphosed 
and steeply folded. In general the flows and bed* and schistosity 
dip vertically and strike northwestward parallel to the strike of the
belt.

The disposition of the Keewatin and Timiskaming rooks suggests 
that the belt represents a remnant of the eartfe*4i former surface whieh 
has been folded in the form of a syncline o? trougft and partly engulfed 
in granite. The synclinal structure has s *- 5 " ~ 
to intrusions and to faulting.

ly been subjected
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A.E. Jerome-J^c^eixJMinjLgg Corporation)

In the early summer of 1938, Anson Cartwright representing the 
Mining Corporation of Canada, Limited, and the Ashley Gold Mining 
Corporation, Limited, sent Bort Jerome, of Westree, to^prospect in the 
Opeepeesway Lake area. Jerome, a prospector of experience, arrived at 
Opeepeesway lake on July l. At that tine Stan. Gifford and J .A. Shannon 
held groups of claims situated near the narrows on the main part of the 
lake. Jerome chose to hunt west of the Gifford and Shannon claims. 
On July 11 he panned visible gold from rusty-weathering sediments which 
contained mineralized quarts stringers. The showing lies at the 
water's edge on the north end of the large peninsula which forms part of 
the south shore of Opeepeesway lake, and scores of prospectors must have 
paddled by this spot during past years. On July 17, Jerome staked 6 
claims. The Mining Corporation by additional staking and acquisition 
by other means, increased their holdings to 42 claims.

The showing has been explored by means of stripping, trenching, 
and diamond-drilling. Results of work to September 18, 1938, indicate 
an ore body with a length of 700 feet and a width from 4 feet to 33 feet, 
Fine visible gold has been identified in several places.

The rocks in the vicinity of the discovery consist of vertically 
dipping beds of Timiskaming conglomerate, arkose, and greywacke, which 
strike approximately N.60 0 W. The gold-bearing zone lies within and 
parallel to the sedimentary beds. It consists largely of silicified 
and carbonated arkose and greywacke which have been cut by parallel 
veins and stringers of quartz. Sulphide minerals, including ̂ pyrite, 
chalcopyrite, and galena, occur in the altered sediments and in the 
quartz. Some of the sulphide is so finely disseminated that it cannot 
readily be identified. There is very little highly foliated schist 
either in the vein zone or in the adjacent sediments.

Smith - Gifford - Olsoamp

The Smith-Gifford-Olseamp group consists of 53 claims situated on 
the north shore of Opeepeesway LiJre. It lies directly east of and 
adjacent to the Mining Corporation group. Part of this ground was 
located in previous years by C. O '"Neill and T. Jessop, but was allowed 
to lapse. The original staking of the present group was done by Stan. 
Gifford in the summer of 1938, and additional staking was done by W. 
Smith and George Olscamp.

The rocks consist almost entirely of northwestward- striking, 
vertically dipping Timiskaming sediments. Arkoses, and greywackes 
represent the predominant types. Considerable stripping and trenching 
has been done, and quartz veins and shear zones have been exposed. 
Low gold values have been obtained.

J. A. Shannon

There are two Shannon groups. One group of 6 claims, situated in 
Huffman township, adjoins and is surrounded by the Smith- Gifford- Olscamp 
group. To the south another group of 13 claims lies partly in Huffman 
township and partly in Osway township. It includes ground situated om 
both the north and the south shores of the narrows in Opeepeesway lake. 
The claims were located by J. A. Shannon and Wilfred McLeod during 1936, 
1937, and 1938. This latter group appears to be the most important. 
It lies southeast of and close to the Jerome discovery on the Mining 
Corporation group. Surface work was done on claim No. 31, 759 of this 
group near the south shore of the narrows and has exposed a mineralized 
zone several feet wide, which parallels northwestward- st r iking, verti 
cally dipping sediments. The zone is composed of quartz veins in 
silicified and carbonated arkose and greywacke. The mineralization 
consists of finely disseminated sulphides, which include pyrite and 
chalcopyrite and a small amount of galena* Visible gold is also said 
to be present. A grab sample of the best-looking sulphide obtained by 
the writer yielded gold values on assay. A qualitative test indicated
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the presence of tellurium.

Some diamond-drilling was done in the early summer of 1?38 with 
negative results.

Russel Cryderman

The Cryderman group consists of 14 claims. Ten of these are 
situated in the western part of Osway township, and the remaining four 
are in Esther township. The group includes ground situated on both 
the north and the south shores of the narrow part of Opeepeesway lake, 
about two and a half miles northwest of the Jerome discovery. The 
rocks near the lake consist largely of fine-grained Timiskaming sedi 
ments. Keewatin volcanics are exposed farther south. Activities so 
far have been confined to surface work, such as stripping and trenching. 
Sulphide-bearing veins containing pyrite, chalcopyrite, and arsenopyrite 
have been exposed. No information was obtained regarding the gold 
values.

McCullough

The McCullough claims are situated in Osway township just south of 
the middle part of Opeepeesway lake. This group adjoins the Mining 
Corporation and Shannon groups on the south. The most northerly claims 
lie close to the Jerome discovery. The rocks exposed include conglom 
erates, arkoses, greywackes, and basic lavas.

Andy Taylor

The Taylor group of l6 claims lies on the northwest arm of 
Opeepeesway lake. It adjoins the Russel Cryderman group on the north. 
Much low swampy ground occurs in this vicinity. Rock outcrops, how 
ever, include northwestward-striking, vertically dipping sediments, 
which consist largely of conglomerate and greywacke.

Roche Long Lac

The Roche Long Lac holdings include a group situated in Osway 
township on the northwest arm of Opeepeesway lake. Sediments and 
lavas occur on this group. Only a little work has been done so far, 
but some sulphide mineralization has been disclosed and low gold values 
are said to have been obtained.

Ironstone (Coniagas and Northern 
Canada Mining Corporation)

The Ironstone group of 12 claims adjoins the Mining Corporation 
group on the west. Abundant overburden occurs in the vicinity. The 
rocks include Timiskaming, arkose, greywacke and conglomerate. Some 
phases of the arkose resemble quartz porphyry. The greywackes are 
locally dark in colour and contain considerable chlorite and dark mica. 
Activities so far have been confined mainly to trenching and sulphides 
have been exposed. The work is being carried out under the supervision 
of Mr. Hahn.

Poupore (Coniagas and Northern 
Canada Mining Corporation.!

The Poupore group of 14 claims adjoins the Ironstone group on the 
west. Both Keewatin greenstones and Timiskaming sediments are exposed.

Tom Jessop

The Jessop group lies in Huffman township between Little Rice lake 
and the east arm of Opeepeesway lake. The rocks in this section 
consist of both lavas and sediments. Tom Jessop is one of the early 
stakers in the area.
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Miner Kenty

The Kenty group lies just north of the east arm of Opeepeesway lake. 
This group, which adjoins the Jessop group on the south, forms part of 
the east boundary of the Smith-Gifford-01scamp claims. Timiskaming 
conglomerates are exposed in the vicinity.

A. Burton

The Burton group of 6 claims covers a mass of Algoman diorite 
situated in the northeast part of Esther township. The diorite 
intrudes Keewatin lavas and Timiskaming sediments. Mineralization in 
this vicinity was first discovered by Northern Aerial Minerals Explora 
tion Limited, in 1928, and 8 claims were staked. Some surface work 
was done, and gold values were obtained, The ground was later abandon 
ed.

The six claims comprising the present group were staked in 1936. 
A short examination suggests the presence of two intersecting sets of 
mineralized shear zones or fracture zones in the diorite. These zones 
vary in width from l foot to 5 feet. Some of them contain quartz 
veins, and all of them appear to contain sulphides. The sulphides 
consist of arsenopyrite, pyrite, and chalcopyrite. Gold has been 
panned from the decomposed vein material at scattered places. One of 
these mineralized showings, 5 feet wide, has been exposed by means of 
trenching for about 75 feet, and gold-bearing sulphides have been 
exposed in a pit 8 feet deep. Five hundred feet of diamond-drilling 
represented by five holes was completed on this vein in September, 1938. 
Vein intersections carrying gold values are reported to have been 
obtained.

Chellew Syndicate

The Chellew,Syndicate holds two groups situated in the northeastern 
part of Esther township. The larger group, consisting of 10 claims, 
adjoins both the Burton and Cryderman groups. The smaller group of 6 
claims lies to the northwest. Both groups were staked in August, 1938. 
The larger group was visited by the writer. The rocks consist of 
greenstones and sediments, which have been intruded by diorite. 
Mineralized shear zones containing quartz stringers have been exposed, 
and gold values have been obtained.


