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FINAL SUMMARY OF MINERAL STATISTICS OF ONTARIO FOR 1930

Product (tons of 2,000 Ib.)

METALLIC: 
Gold..............................

Nickel in matte exported (c) . . . . . . . . . . .

u
Ib

a

Copper metallic and in concentrates,

Nickel, metallic and contained in speiss

Nickel oxide and salts u

Ih
Cobalt, metallic and in residues exported] 
Cobalt oxide (metal content) . . . . . . . . . . [ "
Cobalt in salts and unseparated oxidesj 
Lead, pig, and in concentrates exported "

Total..
NON-METALLIC:

Iron pyrites and sulphur (e) . . . . . . . . . .

Peat

Salt...............................
Talc and soapstone

Total
STRUCTURAL MATERIALS:

Total
CLAY PRODUCTS

Total..

GRAND TOTAL.

Ib

u
u
u
u
li

gals, 
u. ft. 
.tons
bbls.

M
.tons

bbls. 
.tons

ii
M

.tons

. .no
u
li
li
li

Quantity

1,736,012 
10,531,243 
11,709,866 
41,956,123

115,998,612

57,482,455 
5,797,257 

68,040 
12,732

694,163

2,193,856
3,527,894

34 
2,750,887 

10 
9,722 

80 
1,338 

94,946 
7,277 

741 
214,200 

7,943,416 
628 

117,302 
167,487 

378 
248,637 

1 1 ,664

3,942,690 
42,726 

209,340 
10,215,859 

41,576 
5,088,121

88,634,003 
51,720,660 

264,946 
721,750 

22,783,261

*

Value

$ 
35,886,558 

3,998,112 
1,170,987 
7,552,102

14,015,480

15,485,854 
1,417,178 
2,436,683 

6,366

1,144,007

116,034 
127,004

83,356,365

437 
109,932 

140 
104,670 

1,240 
86,543 

776,069 
73,855 
34,275 
20,754 

5,061,588 
1,602 

235,746 
274,674 

19,120 
1,558,405 

133,213

8,492,263

5,779,404 
504,178 

1,673,409 
3,559,487 

424,178 
4,630,970

16,571,626

1,811,569 
779,744 
23,858 
12,490 

593,980 
848,556 
834,361 
89,381 

227,275

5,221,214

113,641,468

imployees

6,848 
959

f(6)4,970
l

 (c)l,711

(d) 223 

j 232

14,943

2 
(d)......

88

33 
92

194
15 

1,328

125 
49 
20 

263 
36

2,245

836 
j 330

567 
129 

1,456

3,318

}

2,107

2,107

22,613

Wages

S 
10,750,758 

1,269,989
7,607,177 

2,527,310

247,668 

392,987

22,795,889 

1,100

34,449

32,081 
98,818

35,148 
5,544 

1,545,648

94,952
54,586 

7,574 
288,237 

32,718

2,230,855

1,094,384 
352,768
568,464
147,827 

1,385,458

3,548,901 

1,868,348

1,868,348

30,443,993
(a) Copper and nickel in matte valued at 10 and 18 cents per pound, respectively.
(b) Employees and wages for nickel-copper mines and smelters.
(c) Employees and wages for nickel-copper refineries.
(d) Employees and wages for silver-cobalt smelters and refineries.
(e) Tonnage given is sulphur content.
(f) No deduction made for lime consumed in manufacturing.



Summary and Forecast,
Returns received by the Ontario Department of Mines from the metalliferous 

mines, smelters, and refining works of the Province for the nine months ending 
September 30, 1931, are tabulated below, and, for purposes of comparison, 
quantities and values of products marketed are given for the corresponding 
period of 1930. Tons throughout are short tons of 2,000 pounds.

ONTARIO'S METALLIC PRODUCTION FIRST NINE MONTHS 1930 AND 1931

Product

Silver........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . "

Copper, metallic, and in ores ex-

Nickel, metallic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . "
Nickel oxide . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ib.
Nickel content of salts and residues . . " 
Cobalt, metallic and metal content of 

oxides, salts and unseparated oxides " 
Bismuth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . "
Lead, pig, andinconcentratesexported "

Total

Quantity

1930

1,254,740 
7,934,797 

26,775

45,679 
5,112 

16,540 
23,611 

4,389,209 
93,766

474,681 
5,799 

1,957,822 
1,891,700

1931

1,526,887 
5,111,504 

44,988

42,972 
4,095 

14,831 
11,861 

2,935,850 
59,280

418,505 
7,331 

972,388

12*200

Value |

1930

25,937,768 
3,089,423 
1,155,635

10,003,262 
1,124,708 
5,954,587 

12,725,199 
1,115,350 

27,205

819,828 
3,037 

111,431 
88,796

62,156,229

1931

31,563,559 
1,420,118 
1,322,979

7,398,157 
491,403 

5,339,156 
6,434,333 

825,889 
19,057

509,085 
7,331 

41,568

23,180

55,395,815

*Copper and nickel in matte valued at 11 and 18 cents per pound, respectively, in 1930, and 
at 6 and 18 cents in 1931.

Contracts awarded in Ontario, covering residential, business and engineering 
construction during the first 10 months of 1931 according to MacLean Building 
Review were 25 per cent, below the record for the corresponding period of 1930. 
The figures were 109.4 millions of dollars in 1931 as against 147.4 millions in 1930. 
On the other hand sand, gravel and stone used on highway construction will 
show a smaller decline. Using reports to the Department for the half year, also 
monthly figures of output as collected by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics for 
the more important items, the estimate of Ontario's mineral output for the 
calendar year 1931 follows, also final figures for 1930: 

Products

Metals
Non-metals

Clay Products

Total

(1930 final)

83,356,365
8,492,263

16,571,626
5,221,214

113,641,468

1931 (estimate)

72,500,000
7,700,000

13,500,000
4,300,000

98,000,000

General Remarks
During the first nine months of 1931 the mining industry of Ontario, despite 

very low prices for metals such as copper and silver, proved to be the brightest 
section in the basic industries of the Province. The major interest was due mainly



to the increased production by the gold mines. While the restricted market for 
nickel and the low prices for copper and silver retarded the complete operation 
of the largest nickel-producing company and caused a lessening of activity 
among the silver producers, the large increase in gold output brought the grand 
total for metals to within 89 per cent, of last year's figures. The total value 
from all sources, exclusive of complete statistics for platinum metals for which 
only six months' output figures are available, was S55,395,815 as against 
S62,156,229 during the first nine months of last year or a decrease of 10.8 per cent.

Features of interest to mining operators during the period were, the temporary 
suspension in September by the Bank of England of the redemption of notes by 
the payment of gold, and the consequent effect on the value of Canadian funds 
as well as the pound sterling in New York. Canadian exchange dropped 
immediately to about 20 per cent, discount but has since recovered to about 
10 per cent., due in part to the action of the Canadian government placing an 
embargo on the export of gold and agreeing at the same time to reimburse the 
producers by an amount equal to the difference in exchange as between the 
United States and Canada. The result has been that all Canadian crude gold 
bullion is now shipped exclusively to the Royal Mint at Ottawa. Quite an 
important addition to the income of Ontario's gold mines is being made by this 
premium. On the other hand while unfavourable exchange restricts buying in 
foreign countries it will add to the cost of such mine materials as are not available 
in Canada. In passing it should be noted that the Federal Government in 
August last passed "An Act respecting the establishment of the Royal Canadian 
Mint" whereby the Ottawa Branch of the Royal Mint shall become a branch 
of the Department of Finance and be called "the Royal Canadian Mint." 
A proclamation by the Governor General in Council makes the legislation 
effective on Dec. l, 1931. The Ottawa Mint was established in 1908.

History has repeated itself inasmuch as the search for gold became more 
intense in Ontario during the past year, just as every major recession in the 
world's financial and economic condition has been followed by greater interest 
in the standard of value. Mention is made of new gold discoveries in Ontario 
in the paragraph on gold mining. The prospectors in this Province are to be 
congratulated on the results of their season's work. While the actual need for 
the replacement of worked-out gold mines is not acute in Ontario it is imperative 
that new discoveries should be made in order that the splendid record of gold 
production be maintained. Gold has been found at widely separated points in 
Northern Ontario from the Quebec boundary on the east to the Manitoba 
boundary on the west. In this area, roughly 700 miles from east to west, gold 
finds have been reported regularly and it would seem that prospecting with 
intensity and intelligence should receive its reward for many years to come.

Gold
The most prosperous section of Ontario's mining industry during the first 

nine months of the year was gold mining. While the average grade of ore treated 
in the mills fell from S9.15 per ton in the first nine months of 1930 to S8.50 in 
1931, there was a marked increase in the quantity milled which rose from 
2,825,397 tons to 3,683,682, or a gain of about 30 per cent. This increase was 
mainly due to the bringing in of the new Dome mill of 1,500 tons daily capacity, 
and to the enlarged mills at the Lake Shore and Teck-Hughes, the Lake Shore 
being increased from 1,375 tons to 2,400 tons per day and the Teck-Hughes from 
925 tons to 1,300 tons. Completion of the new Mcintyre mill has had the result 
of raising the average daily rate of 1,580 tons in September, 1930, to more than 
1,800 tons for the corresponding month this year, while the Howey rate increased



from 442 tons to 623 tons. The total tonnage of gold ore milled daily in Ontario 
during September this year was 14,185 as against 10,700 tons for the same month 
of last year. Detailed statistics for all the mines, with comparative figures 
by camps for 1930, are shown in the following table: 

ONTARIO GOLD OUTPUT (JAN. 1-SEPT. 30, 1931)

Area

PORCUPINE

IVT a rr Vi

~\J\ iint"o-l ropssiiQ"

Total

KIRKLAND LAKE

Telluride4

Total

NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO 
Adair, G. H. (Tashota) . . . .

Parkhill^

Total

MISCELLANEOUS

Total

Total gold output . . . . . . .

FIRST NINE MONTHS, 1930

Kirkland Lake.

Total (9 months, 1930).

Ore
milled

tons

97,904 
406,350 

1,225,780 
44,393 

440,825 
1,396 

75,279 
195 

9

2,292,231

23,989 
38,778 

603,930 
67,352 

322,110 
80 

194,726

1,250,965

34 
147,011 

32 
5,561 
3,668

156,306

3,699,502

1,856,285 
898,540 

70,572

Gold Bullion Shipped

Gold content

oz.

25,383 
129,656 
363,458 

7,966 
167,774 

262 
20,934 

121 
141

715,698

8,200 
21,189 

378,324 
32,659 

226,350 
40 

101,802

768,564

15 
29,528 

186 
1,305 

840

31,874

1,516,136

10,742 
9

10,751

1,526,887

621,091 
606,331 

13,885 
13,433

1,254,740

1

524,715 
2,680,218 
7,513,340 

164,672 
3,468,209 

5,427 
432,744 

2,499 
2,971

14,794,795

169,510 
438,027 

7,820,648 
675,122 

4,679,063 
827 

2,104,427

15,887,624

313 
610,403 

3,844 
26,976 
17,362

658,898

31,341,317

222,056 
186

222,242

31,563,559

12,839,099 
12,533,961 

287,028 
277,680

25,937,768

Silver content

oz.

3,506 
12,040 
71,640 

560 
39,594 

44 
3,752 

18 
205

131,359

846 
2,601 

83,303 
8,739 

18,080 
31 

11,040

124,640

6 
11,201 

41 
44 
56

11,348

267,347

125,174 
96,709 

5,403

963 
3,299 

19,741 
155 

11,012 
13 

1,195 
5 

48

36,431

232 
723 

23,046 
2,447 
4,975 

8 
3,051

34,482

2 
3,068 

9 
12 
15

3,106

74,019

48,497 
39,770 

1,919

Total 
value 1

S
525,678 

2,683,517 
7,533,081 

164,827 
3,479,221 

5,440 
433,939 

2,504 
3,019

14,831,2-26

169,742 
438,750 

7,843,694 
677,569 

4,684,038 
835 

2,107,478

15,922,106

315 
613,471 

3,853 
26,988 
17,377

662,004

31,415,336

*In addition to the values given, exchange premium amounted to 855,211.58 at Porcupine; 
868,004.45 at Kirkland Lake and #792.33 in Northwestern Ontario, or a total of 8124,008.36. 

2Closed down at end of March.
3 Munro-Croesus commenced milling in August. 4 Mill destroyed b,y fire on June 10th. 
5Minto and Parkhill at Michipicoten commenced milling in June and July, respectively.



Figures of gold output from all sources during the first nine months of 1931, 
as reported to the Ontario Department of Mines, were 21.3 per cent, in excess of 
the corresponding figures for 1930. Indications are that the total gold production 
of the Province for the calendar year 1931 should reach 43 million dollars, an 
amount practically equal to the total Canadian output in 1930.

Taking the gold mines of the Province as a unit and crediting them with 
the value of silver which is also recovered with the gold, the total value of the 
production during the first nine months of 1930 is the largest yet recorded. The 
total value (gold and silver) of the output from January to September inclusive 
from the several areas during the past seven years is given, exclusive of exchange, 
in the table below: 

Nine Months

1925...........
1926.....
1977
1928.....
1929....
1930....
1931

Porcupine

S18,489,943
18,019,550
17,373,624
14,743,830
14,247,891
12,887,596
14,831,226

Kirkland Lake

34,029,951
5,206,829
6,775,878
9,021,476

10,482,020
1-2,573,731
15,807,825

N.W. Ontario and 
Miscellaneous Mines

S3, 495
4,594

108
13,273

288,947
662,004

Total

322,523,389
23,230,973
24,149,502
23,765,414
24,743,184
25,750,274
31,301,055

During the same periods the tonnages milled were as follows:

1925
1926.................
1927
1928.....
1Q99
1930........... ......
1931...

Tons 
2,235,713
2,352,747
2,610,413
2,365,592
2,186,889
1,856,285
2,292,231

Tons 
274,637
359,526
561,985
776,680
816,573
898,540

1,235,145

Tons

864

2,598
70,572

156,306

Tons 
2,510,350
2,712,837
3,172,398
3,142,272
3,006,060
2,825,397
3,683,682

It will be noted that value of output from Kirkland Lake exceeded that of 
Porcupine by nearly a million dollars and this from a tonnage only 54 per cent, 
of the latter. Although Kirkland Lake definitely supplanted Porcupine 
in 1931, production of the former camp is still below the Porcupine figures of 
1925, 1926 and 1927.

Interesting new discoveries of gold have been made in 1931. At Red Lake 
a promising find was uncovered on McKenzie island by J. A. Munroe who 
transferred his option to the Coniagas Mines, Ltd. In Swayze township, about 
18 miles northeast of Ridout on the main line of the C.P. railway, free gold was 
found by the Kenty brothers in large well-defined quartz veins. In this locality 
staking became active and about 400 claims have been recorded. A new find 
of gold was made at Little Long lake east of Lake Nipigon on the Sudbury-Port 
Arthur branch of the Canadian National railway and considerable staking was 
done by prospectors. These three finds were of sufficient promise to warrant 
special examination by departmental geologists, whose preliminary findings have 
already been made public. Developments in the townships of Chester and 
Yeo, about 15 miles southwest of Gogoma, were also quite promising.

Development work was continued by the Mining Corporation of Canada 
on the Ashley find in Bannockburn township, Matachewan area, and the main 
shaft was carried to a depth of 250 feet. On the 125-foot level two shoots of 
ore totalling 167 feet in length averaged S7.64 and S8.04 over a four-foot width. 
On the 250-foot level, one shoot for 198 feet showed average values of



Si7.83 over four feet and another for a length of 76 feet showed S7.00 over a 
24-inch width. Other narrow veins were noted branching from the Ashley vein. 
A diamond drill hole proved the continuity of the deposit to 700 feet in depth. 
Sinking of the shaft to 500 feet was resumed late in September.

Great activity was in evidence at Kirkland Lake, where the mineral zones 
in the important mines were developed to greater depths in excellent ore in 
the eastern and western extensions of this camp. Interesting results have been 
obtained underground. In addition to the increased milling capacity at the 
Teck-Hughes and Lake Shore mines, as mentioned above, oil flotation has been 
introduced at the latter mine as a preliminary treatment to cyaniding, resulting 
in a higher gold recovery.

Nickel-Copper
An examination of the statistics of output by the nickel-copper industry 

during the first nine months of the past four years shows that 1930 was the period 
of greatest production as regards both quantity and value, and while 1931 was 
below the previous year the quantity record was well above that of 1928. On 
the other hand the low price of copper has reduced the value of products 
considerably. Comparative figures follow: 

NICKEL-COPPER SMELTING AND REFINING, 1928-1931

Product

Ore raised . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ore smelted . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Matte produced

Nickel content

Nickel content.

Converter copper*

Nickel oxide.

Output of precious Metals: 
Gold

. . . . . . tonsa
(C

... ....lb.
u

. . . . . .tons
...... .lb.

Value S 
.......lb.

Value S

.......lb.
Value*! 

... . ...lb.
Value | 

...... .lb.
Value |

Value, |

Value ft

First nine months

1928

1,042,263 
1,051,638 

64,580 
61,835,389 
41,463,757 

28,745 
28,018,477 
5,043,326 

1.8,853,871 
1,885,387 

47,900 
33,936,875 
8,633,109 

29,392,458 
4,019,103 
9,103,479 
2,134,005

2,210 
45,007 

138,493 
81,200

1929

1,466,356 
1,495,829 

95,411 
86,244,108 
64,699,643 

17,553 
16,386,989 
2,949,658 

11,692,066 
1,812,270 

78,990 
52,454,054 
12,864,312 
50,007,324 
8,765,359 

tO,505,354 
2,417,474

3,868 
570,075 
278,627 
149,978

1930

1,641,643 
1,779,066 

122,396 
91,581,560 

102,333,453 
27,808 

33,081,041 
5,954,587 

10,224,620 
1,124,708 

113,607 
47,220,052 
12,724,907 
93,395,091 
9,980,903 
4,389,209 
1,115,350

12,620 
260,878 
753,495 
274,594

1931

1,374,725 
1,552,310 

82,627 
67,163,687 
63,444,209 

24,395 
29,661,980 
5,339,156 
8,190,049 

491,403 
64,739 

23,722,619 
6,434,333 

87,571,169 
7,393,218 
2,935,850 

825,889

10,742 
222,056 
586,753 
159,270

*Converter or blister copper is about 95.7 per cent. pure. The average price of electrolytic 
copper for the nine months was 8.608 cents a pound.

During the period four mines were operated, namely, the Creighton, Frood 
and Garson owned by the International Nickel Company of Canada, and the 
Falconbridge mine of the Falconbridge Nickel Mines, Ltd. In the table it will 
be noticed that the ore raised during the period fell off more than 16 per cent.

Statistics on platinum metals are collected half yearly. At the end of June 
the total production of metals of the platinum group was reported as 44,988 fine 
ounces worth |1,322,979. The President of the International Nickel Company 
of Canada, R. C. Stanley, in his latest quarterly letter to the stockholders 
described this phase of the nickel industry as follows: 



The so-called "platinum group" comprises six metals platinum, palladium, iridium, rhodium, 
ruthenium and asmium. All these metals with the exception of osmium, are refined to high 
purity (99 per cent.) by your company. In the process of extracting nickel from our ores the 
platinum metals are recovered as a by-product. To separate and refine the platinum metals 
the company has developed at Acton, England, the world's largest and most modern platinum 
metals refinery, having a capacity of 300,000 ounces a year.

Silver-Cobalt
The output of silver from all sources during the first nine months of this 

year totalled 5,111,504 fine ounces, worth Sl,420,118 as against 7,934,797 ounces 
valued at 13,089,423 during the corresponding period of 1930. While there were 
increases in the quantities of silver recovered from crude gold buillion and also 
in the refining of nickel-copper mattes and blister copper, the decline in sales 
of silver bullion was too large to be compensated. It ought to be noted here that 
statistics of silver production are based on sales as nearly as possible, and the 
low production is partly due to silver held in storage for better markets. Another 
feature, detrimental to a larger output, was the reduction early in 1931 in the 
prices paid for cobalt. These lower schedules made it impossible for many 
small lessees to continue operations. Several former producers have closed down 
and the immediate outlook for a larger silver output from Ontario mines is not 
bright. The average New York price for the period was 28.058 cents an ounce.

Pig Iron, Steel, Ferro-Alloys and Coke
The trend of the iron and steel industry in Ontario during the first mine 

months of 1931, as compared with the corresponding periods of the last two 
years, is well indicated by the figures presented in the table below. In common 
with the experience of practically every producing country, the Canadian iron 
industry shows the same tendency of downward production. The figures reflect 
the depression and greatly lowered prices of commodities prevailing during the 
past two years which resulted in the slowing up of business. During the period, 
three companies produced pig iron. These and four other firms made steel, 
while twelve plants manufactured coke. The figures of production follow: 

PIG IRON, STEEL, FERRO-ALLOYS, AND COKE STATISTICS*

Schedule

Malleable.

Prices per long ton :

Steel billets (Hamilton) . . . . . . . . . . . .S

Apparent consumption . . . . "

First nine months, 
1929

996,602
577,861
376,976
48,255

152,630
715,215
697,510

17,705
57,932

4.40
20.50
25.50
24.50
36.00

1,219,339
789,501

1,781
2,007,057

First nine months, 
1930

789,437
452,971
273,256
56,012

123,703
514,598
499,945

14,653
50,490

4.40
20.25
24.00
24.00
35.33

1,149,866
758,821

291
1,908,396

First nine months, 
1931

493,919
271,703
185,447
27,296
58,960

383,361
372,129

11,232
39,962

4.65
18.00
23.80
23.80
34.00

836.199
524,341

106
1,360,434

"Supplied by Dominion Bureau of Statistics.


