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Introductory Letter

To THE HONOURABLE W. H. HEARST,

Minister of Lands, Forests and Mines.

SIR, I beg to submit to you herewith a Report on Mining Accidents in Ontario 
for the first nine months of 1913, by Mr. T. F. Sutherland, Chief Inspector of Mines.

The marked rise in the fatality rate, as compared with that for 1912, noted for the 
first quarter of the year, persisted during the second and third quarters, with the result 
that the deaths by accident in the mines, quarries and metallurgical works of the 
Province were more than twice as numerous as those for the corresponding nine months 
of 1912. No one cause is chargeable with the increase; all the sources of accident in 
the extraction, quarrying and treatment of ore and minerals have been more than 
usually prolific. It is to be hoped that this rise in the accident curve will be followed 
by a corresponding depression, so that there may be an early return to more normal 
figures.

There have been some changes in the staff of Inspectors of Mines. Mr. E. T. 
Corkill, formerly Chief Inspector, resigned 31st July, to accept the position of safety 
engineer with the Canadian Copper Company, Copper Cliff. Mr. Corkill was succeeded 
as Chief Inspector by Mr. T. P. Sutherland, formerly Assistant Inspector, whose head 
quarters are at Toronto. Mr. James G. McMillan was appointed Assistant Inspector to 
succeed Mr. Sutherland, with headquarters at Cobalt. Mr. E. A. Collins, Kingston, 
covers the ground in Eastern Ontario and the older parts of the Province generally.

I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

THOS. W. GIBSON.

Deputy Minister of Mines. 
Bureau of Mines,

Department of Lands, Forests and Mines, 
Toronto, 6th October, 1913.
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MINING ACCIDENTS IN ONTARIO
For

JULY, AUGUST, and SEPTEMBER, 1913 

By T. F. Sutherland, Chief Inspector of Mines

During July, August and September, 1913, in and about the mines regulated by the 
Mining Act of Ontario there were 10 fatal accidents, causing the death of 12 men. 
The fatalities underground numbered 10, above ground 2.

There were no fatal accidents at metallurgical works or quarries, whereas five men 
were killed at metallurgical works and four men at quarries during the preceding three 
months.

During the first nine months of 1912 there were 26 fatalities at the mines, metal 
lurgical works and quarries, and during the same period of 1913 there were 58.

An unusual feature of this quarter is that 50 per cent, of the fatalities resulted 
from premature explosions.

In addition to this, 3 men lost the sight of both eyes from powder accidents during 
the quarter.

The classification of the fatalities for the nine months, showing the responsibility 
for the cailse of the accidents, is as follows:

1. Fatalities due to danger inherent to the work itself, 18; or 31 per cent.
2. Fatalities arising out of defects to the workings, 15; or 25.8 per cent.
3. Fatalities due to fault of fellow workmen, 3; or 5.1 per cent.
4. Fatalities due to fault of injured person, 22; or 38 per cent.

Table of Fatalities.

Number Killed.

Mines:—
January to June 
July............
August 
September

Metallurgical Works :
January to June 
July .............
August 
September

Quarries:—
January to June 
July ...........
August 
September

Totals.

Below ground 
Above

1912

14
9

1913

2 '10
1 i 0
0
1

0
1
0
0

26

15
11

0
0

s
0
0
0

58

82
26



Fatal Accidents—Mines
Algoma Steel Corporation

Luigi del Favero, Italian, aged 27, unmarried, was instantly killed by a premature 
explosion while working as drill runner in No. l raise, 1-20 drift, first level, Magpie 
mine, Michipicoten, operated by the Algoma Steel Corporation. The accident occurred 
at 8.30 p.m. on Monday, Sept. 1st.

No. l raise is up 50 feet, squaring 4 feet by 6 feet, and the night shift of Satur 
day, August 30th, had drilled a round of fourteen 4^-foot holes which they blasted on 
Sunday morning, but shot only about one foot off the collar of the holes.

The day shift of Monday, September 1st, drilled three easers, and shot the whole 
round again and failed to get a break, the battery being apparently out of order. These 
facts were reported to Capt. McDonell, who ordered night shift boss Matson to shoot 
this round. Matson instructed Del Favero and his partner Zanella to examine the 
battery and connecting wires and shoot these holes at once. Upon examination they 
found a broken lead wire, and replaced all the wires with new ones. They failed in 
three attempts to explode the round. Del Favero then exploded a detonator in the drift 
and found he was getting a current from the battery, so he naturally supposed there 
was something wrong with the connections in the raise. The battery was placed in 
No. 1-15 drift, a distance of 100 feet from 1-20. The wires were disconnected at the 
battery box and also at the foot of the raise in 1-20 drift by Zanella, and the connect 
ing wires to the heading were coiled around the 2-inch air line which runs along the 
roof of the main haulage drift. Two 30-lb. rails were used to support a plank staging 
from which the drilling was done, the plank being removed for the blast. Del Favero 
went up the cable ladder and called down to Zanella for a plank, which he put in 
place and asked for a second. Zanella had just stepped back a few feet in the drift 
to get the second plank when the explosion took place.

Del Favero was found dead on the floor of the drift beneath the raise, buried in 
the rock, and Zanella was very slightly injured. The holes were loaded with 40 per 
cent. C.X.L. dynamite and No. 6 electric fuses were used. At the time of the accident 
Capt. McDonell was on the surface, and shift boss Matson at the pump station on. No. 2 
level. From the sworn evidence at the inquest it appears that an electrical storm 
was raging all evening, and, simultaneously with the explosion in the raise, a bolt of 
lightning set fire to the transformer house on the surface and shot down the shaft to 
the electrically-driven pump, where its effect was noticed by Matson. There was no 
possible way by which Del Favero could have caused the explosion. It can only be 
concluded that the 4-inch air line down the shaft, reduced to 3-inch and 2-inch in the 
drifts, formed a direct connection with the holes on account of the wires to the raise 
being coiled around the pipe, and the same bolt of lightning which caused the trouble 
on the surface ran down the air line and affected the detonation where the low-voltage 
battery had failed.

An inquest was held on Saturday, September 6th, by Coroner Dr. McCaig, of Sault 
Ste. Marie, who gave the following verdict:  

That the said Louis del Favero was accidentally killed at the Magpie mine, Sep 
tember 1st, 1913, by an explosion of dynamite in the holes made for blasting the ore 
in the mine. The explosion was caused by lightning striking the compressor house 
and being transmitted along the air line, around which were slung the wires going to 
the charges of dynamite in the holes.

Canadian Copper Company

Turon Serefini, a Pole, aged 25, married, employed as a trammer at the Creighton 
mine of the Canadian Copper Company, was fatally injured at 9.40 p.m., July 7th, by 
being crushed between a loaded and an empty car on the main drift, fifth level. The 
injured man was sent home and afterwards removed to the hospital at Copper Cliff, 
where he died at l, a.m., July 10th. A post-mortem examination showed that death was 
due to peritonitis, following a rupture of the upper bowel.



Serefini and two other trammers were tramming from No. 26 chute off the main 
drift to the station. They had just emptied a car and were returning to the chute, 
Serefini pulling the car and the others pushing. At the switch going into No. 25 chute 
they met a loaded car on the main drift coming from No. 27 chute to the station. Con 
siderable blasting had been done at these chutes during this shift, and the main drift 
was very smoky. Owing to this neither crew of trammers noticed the other approach 
ing until too late to avoid a collision. It was not thought at first that Serefini was 
seriously injured. He was sent to the surface and examined by the doctor; he then 
walked home. The following night he was sent to the hospital at Copper Cliff, where 
he died.

Canadian Exploration Company

Peter Grabowski, a Pole, aged 30, unmarried, employed as skip tender at the Long 
Lake gold mine of the Canadian Exploration Company was found dead in the skip at 
the first-level ore chute at 11.45 a.m., Monday, July 14th.

The ore from the first level is trammed to a pocket at the station, and drawn out 
through a chute about 15 feet below this level. The ore from the second level is 
handled in a similar manner. On the morning of the accident Sam Bazinet, shift boss, 
ordered Grabowski to hoist ore from the second-level chute and, when the pocket was 
empty, to go up to the first-level chute. At 10.30 Grabowski was still at the second- 
level chute, and was last seen alive at this time. It was also the duty of Grabowski 
to send up the dull steel at 12 o'clock, the end of the shift. He had emptied the pocket 
at the second level, and hoisted one skip from the first-level chute. When the skip 
was lowered, it was immediately rung up again. Engineer Murphy started to hoist, 
and almost immediately noticed a special tension in the cable as if the skip had 
jammed. It was stopped at once and the shift boss notified from the surface. On in 
vestigation, the body of Grabowski was found crushed between the edge of the skip 
and the timber brace which supports the guides. Both legs were in the skip, and the 
head was bent forward towards the centre of the skip. The back was crushed against 
the heavy Umber.

The gate on the chute is worked with a lever arranged in a perfectly safe position 
near the wall of the shaft. There was some dull steel at the first-level station. From 
the position of the body when found it is evident that the deceased was attempting to 
ride upon the skip to the first-level station to load up the steel there and, after ringing 
up the skip, slipped in some manner while attempting to jump into it. He had never 
been seen riding the skip by either the shift boss or the mine superintendent. He 
had been in the employ of the company for the past six months, five months as 
trammer on the surface and the last month as skip tender in the mine. He was an 
exceptionally bright young Pole and understood English fairly well. When he began 
duty underground, Superintendent Cole personally read and explained to him the notice 
posted at the collar of the shaft with regard to riding in the skip and the penalty 
therefor. This he claimed to understand.

Coniagras Mines Limited

Steven Brigden, drill runner, Canadian, aged 30, married, and Victor Laiho, drill 
helper, Finlander, aged 24, unmarried, were fatally blasted in No. 18 first level cutting- 
out stope, Coniagas mine, about 3.20 a.m., August 23rd.

Brigden had been employed by the Company in various capacities for the past six 
years, and Laiho since May, 1912, both being steady, competent miners. The day shift 
of Friday, August 22nd, had drilled four six-foot holes, and Brigden and Laiho com 
pleted the round on the night shift with five more holes. About 2.45 a.m. Brigden 
blasted four holes of this round, using 40 per cent. C.X.L. dynamite. These holes broke 
clean, and at 3 a.m. Brigden was supplied by shift boss Jones at the thaw house on 
the first level with 20 sticks of 40 per cent, dynamite and five primers, with which to 
load the remaining five holes. Returning to the stope he was met by two fellow work-



10

men who had just blasted their round in the adjoining stope, about 150 feet from 
No. 18. After these shots were counted Brigden and Laiho went into No. 18 to load 
the holes. This was the last time they were seen alive.

At the close of the shift at 4 a.m. shift boss Jones missed Brigden and Laiho and 
returned to the first level to look for them. Owing to the dense smoke he was unable 
to get into No. 18 stope and returned to the surface. Investigation showed that their 
dinner buckets were still in the dry, and he at once returned to No. 18 and found the 
bodies on the rock pile.

Examination of the heading showed that the holes had not been loaded, and it 
was apparent that in some manner the twenty-five sticks of dynamite had exploded 
while the men were preparing to load the holes. The bag in which Brigden carried 
the explosive was found empty beside the wall, and evidently Brigden had dumped the 
dynamite on the broKen rock and it was accidentally exploded. Brigden's death was 
instantaneous. Laiho's body was still warm when found, and apparently he had lived 
a few minutes after the explosion. Laiho's hands were off at the wrist, possibly due 
to his holding a cartridge ready to load a hole.

Coroner Dr. C. H. Hair held an inquest on August 27, and the jury returned the 
following verdict: That Steven Brigden and V. Laiho came to their death through an 
accidental explosion of dynamite at the Coniagas mine on August 23rd, at 4 a.m.. the 
cause of which explosion is unknown to the jury.

Dominion Nickel Copper Company

Peter Lichvarzuk, a Pole, aged 37, married, employed as a hammer-drill runner at 
the Whistle mine of The Dominion Nickel Copper Company, was struck on the head 
by a falling plank in No. 2 raise, adit level, at 2 a.m., July 3rd, receiving injuries from 
which he died at 5 a.m., July 4th, at the Sudbury hospital.

No. 2 raise, adit level, is up 75 feet, the last 50 feet of which is vertical; chain 
ladders extend to the top. of the raise. Permanent stulls are put in about every six 
feet and on these a drilling platform is built; a landing stage is made about five feet 
below the drilling platform.

At the time of the accident the deceased and another hammer-drill runner were 
working in this raise. One round had been fired, and preparations were being made 
to fire a second. The drilling and landing stages had been put in, and the deceased 
was standing at the bottom of the raise hoisting dynamite to the landing stage where 
his partner was. While landing the dynamite, in some manner one of the planks on 
the drilling platform was loosened, falling down the raise and striking Lichvarzuk on 
the head, fracturing his skull.

An inquest was held at the Whistle mine on July 5 by Coroner Patterson, of Sud 
bury, who found as follows: That Lichvarzuk met death on July 4, 1913, in St. Joseph's 
Hospital, Sudbury, from compression of brain, due to compound fracture of skull, 
which occurred at the Whistle mine on July 3rd, 1913. Said accident could possibly 
have been avoided had more modern means been adopted in this mine by the Company.

Hollinger Reserve JVUninjr Company

John Nolan, drill runner, Canadian, aged 22, unmarried, native of Maniwaki.. 
Quebec, and Mike Teresko, Pole, aged 25, unmarried, employed as deckman, were killed 
while reloading missed holes in the west drift heading, second level, Hollinger Reserve 
mine, Porcupine, about 11.30 p.m., Tuesday, August 26th, 1913.

A round of 16 holes was drilled in this heading on Saturday, August 23rd, by the 
day shift They were blown out and left standing until Tuesday day shift. Without 
blowing out again, ten of these wet holes were loaded and fired by R. Hollowell, who 
reported eight missed holes to Capt. Hughes at the end of the shift. The night shift. 
consisted of John Nolan, his partner O'Donnell, two trammers, and Teresko at the 
surface, working without a shift boss.
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Nolah and O'Donnell were instructed by Capt. Hughes to drill in the east drift 

winze station, and, when their round was finished, to blast the eight missed holes in 
the west drift. Evidently Nolan had called through the speaking tube to the surface 
and asked Teresko to bring him down sufficient powder to reload the missed holes. 
Teresko came down with the explosive and accompanied Nolan to the west drift. A 
few minutes later O'Donnell heard the explosion. Assistance was called from the sur 
face, and the bodies of Nolan arid Teresko were found in the drift about 30 feet back 
from the face. The two bottom cut holes had exploded, and the dynamite taken down 
by Teresko was found broken up in the ore. No information could be given as to the 
exact amount taken down by Teresko. Ten six-foot fuses with No. S detonators 
attached were found tied in a bundle, lying near the wall of the drift. Dr. Moore, of 
Timmins, examined the bodies and found that death had occurred instantaneously.

From the fact that Nolan's iron scraper was lying beside him, it was evident that 
he had been using it to remove sufficient tamping from the holes to insert a fresh 
primer when the explosion occurred. The explosive used was 50 per cent, forcite.

Coroner Dr. H. M. McNeil held an inquest at Timmins on Saturday, August 30th, 
the jury returning the following verdict: We the jury come to the conclusion that 
John Nolan and Mike Teresko came to their death from an explosion caused by reload 
ing of missed holes, purely accidental, on night of August 26th, 1913.

Mond Nickel Company

Jan Knaapi, Philander, aged 24, unmarried, employed as drill helper at the Frood 
Excension shaft of the Mond Nickel Company, was instantly killed by a falling bucket 
and cross-head while engaged in his regular duties at 4.40 a.m., August 29th, 1913.

This shaft is 7 feet by 21 feet outside dimension, with four compartments, and at 
the time of the accident had been carried dowT n to the 750-foot level. Hoisting was 
done with a one-ton bucket provided with cross-head, in compartments l and 3.

On the night of the accident Knaapi, with four other workmen, was shovelling in 
the bottom, or 750-foot level, of the shaft, hoisting alternately in No. l and No. 3 
buckets. About 4.40 a.m. shift boss William Sandberg, who was standing in the shaft 
house on the surface, noticed the cable in No. 3 fly up, accompanied by a peculiar 
whizzing noise. He knew at once that the cable had broken and notified Superin 
tendent Stovel, who accompanied Sandberg to the bottom of the shaft. They found 
Knaapi lying dead with his head underneath the cross-head, face down. The bucket 
was lying lengthwise in the shaft, and Knaapi's legs were over the bucket. Of the 
other four men in the shaft, Mesta Kalari had his right foot badly bruised below the 
ankle and Anti Kumimen had a two-inch scalp wound; the other two were injured.

The cable in use in this 'compartment was half of a 2,800-foot order supplied to 
the Mond Nickel Company by the Dominion Wire Rope Company of Montreal in April, 
1912, and had been in use since that time. It was known as the Kilindo non-rotating 
rope, %-inch in diameter, made of best quality plough steel, 126 strands, with a hemp 
centre, and was supposed to have a breaking strain of 30 tons. At the time of the 
accident it was subject to a maximum load of l 1/^ tons.

It was found on investigation that the rope had broken at a point about seven 
feet from the bucket, between the bottom of the cross-head and the iron spool clamp 
upon which the cross-head rested, being separated only by ^-inch rubber disc, all 
fitting tightly together. The bucket was within 50 feet of the surface when the rope 
broke, giving a clear drop of 700 feet. In falling it was found that the cross-head had 
sheared directly through the 4-inch by 8-inch timbers covered with scrap iron and 
arranged as a stop block for the cross-head. The iron spool clamp had been torn from 
the loose end of the cable, and was found on the timbers at the 400-foot level.

Superintendent Stovel personally inspects the hoisting cables and sees that they 
are properly greased and regularly cut at the socket. It was evident, however, on 
examination of the broken end of the rope, that no grease had been applied to this 
particular part and, as a result, the mine water corroded the strands. The effect of 
this corrosion could be seen throughout a distance of 12 inches from the breaking point.
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Moose Mountain Mines, Limited

Emil Yarveii, Finlander, aged 35, married, employed as a plugger-drill operator, 
\va-3 instantly killed at 7.30 p.m., July 1st, by drilling into some explosive in the open 
pit of No. l mine of the Moose Mountain Mines, Limited, Sellwood.

The deceased had been in the employ of the Company for six weeks. On the night 
of the accident he was put to work in the open pit to drill the bottom so that No. 4 
track could be extended. Apparently he had just commenced to drill when the explo 
sion occurred. The body and the hammer drill were thrown about ten feet. On exam 
ination it was found that the deceased had been instantly killed, having sustained a 
compound fracture of the skull and both arms and legs being broken. The four tram 
mers who were working beside him were uninjured.

An examination of the place where the accident occurred showed that the explosion 
had taken place at the bottom of a hole about six inches in depth where the drill hole 
had intersected a slip, a small cavity being chambered out. From the nature of the 
explosion only two explanations can be advanced: (1) That the deceased commenced 
to drill into an old hole which contained some explosive; (2) that some nitro-glycerine 
had seeped down along the slip and gathered in the chamber into which the deceased 
drilled. The last drilling and blasting at this particular part of the workings had 
been done in 1910, 40 per cent. Hamilton dynamite being the explosive used by the 
Company at that time.

Nipissing- Mining- Company

Guiseppi Ferro, Italian, aged 37, having a wife and three children in Italy, re 
ceived injuries while tramming ore on the surface from No. 63 dump of the Nipissing 
Mining Company at 3.30 p.m., Friday, August 22nd, which resulted in his death at the 
Mines Hospital, Cobalt, at 4 a.m. the following day.

Mr. Bassalo had a contract with the company to load the No. 63 dump and tram 
it in one-ton cars to the foot of the incline running up to the low-grade mill. Guiseppi 
Ferro and A. Giovanni were employed by Bassalo, and the three men worked on 
separate tracks running off the main line to the dump.

On the day of the accident it had been raining heavily, causing the rails to be 
wet and slippery, and about 3.30 p.m. Giovanni's car became derailed at the switch. 
He called for help, and Guiseppi left his work to assist Giovanni in replacing the car 
on the track. Using a 30-lb. rail as a lever, the men had raised one end of the loaded 
car on the rails, and Giovanni had the other end raised even with the rails, ready to 
swing into position. Guiseppi attempted to assist in the operation by standing at the 
side of the car on the projecting ends of the ties and pulling it sideways towards him. 
His feet slipped on the wet ties, and the overbalanced car fell across his body, pinning 
him down. Guiseppi was removed to the Cobalt Hospital, where he died the following 
morning. A post-mortem examination showed that he had sustained a fracture of the 
pelvis and that the bladder was ruptured. Death was due to shock, neither injury 
being sufficient to cause death in such a short time.

The coroner's jury returned the following verdict:  
That Guiseppi Ferro came to his death at the Nipissing mine on Friday, August 

22nd, accidentally, by the upsetting of a car of ore.

Temiskaming- Mining Company

Gordon Montgomery, Canadian, aged 19, unmarried, employed as electrician by 
the Temiskaming Mining Company, Cobalt, was electrocuted on the morning of 
July 22nd, while repairing the telephone line between the Temiskaming power house 
and the pump station at Kirk Lake.

A high tension line extends from the Temiskaming power house over the Temis 
kaming and Beaver dumps to the pump house at Kirk Lake. This line is from 20 to 
25 feet high and carries 11,000 volts, the transformer being at the pump house. A 
private telephone line is attached to the poles of the high tension line, about five feet
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below the high tension lines. About July 18th the power company replaced the pol^s 
on the Temiskaming and Beaver dumps by higher ones. This change necessarily broke 
the telephone line, and Montgomery, as electrician, was given instructions to repair 
the telephone line. He started on his repair work about 8 a.m., July 22nd, and about 
11.30 a.m. was found dead beside the road below the Temiskaming dump. An exam 
ination of the scene of the accident showed that Montgomery had repaired the tele 
phone line to within two poles of the Temiskaming power house, and while whipping 
the telephone line to clear it out of the brush along the roadway, he caused a sufficient 
loop upwards in the wire to bring it in contact with the high tension line. The tele 
phone wire showed burns at a point about midway between where Montgomery was 
standing and the last pole to which the telephone wire was attached.

An inquest was held at Cobalt on July 24th, and the following verdict returned:   
That without any question of a doubt the deceased came to his death by being 

electrocuted in the performance of his duty on July 22, 1913, at the Temiskaming 
mine, and we would recommend that workmen have assistance in such work.

Noi^Fatal Accidents

The total number of men injured during the quarter, in addition to the fatalities 
at the mines, was 167, made up as follows:

Mines . . . . ..................................................... 100
Metallurgical Works ...................... ... ........ ........... 63
Quarries . . . . .................................. ............. . .. 4

Total . . . . ............ ..... . ............ .. .... ....... . . 167

Non^Fatal Accidents—Mines 

Algoma Steel Corporation

At the Helen mine, Michipicoten, on July 4th, William Matheson, blacksmith, 
while carrying a machine drill, stumbled and broke his ankle.

On August 13th Steve Chowanski, sample-crusher man, had three ribs broken, 
elbow badly squeezed, and suffered an abrasion at the base of the skull. His clothing 
was caught between fly wheel and hopper when he was reaching over to adjust the 
hand wheel.

Buffalo Mines, Limited

At the Buffalo mine on September 19th H. Nichol, a carpenter, sustained a fracture 
of the right arm and a sprained ankle. He was working at concrete forms when the 
earth caved in around them, wrecking the same. Nichol jumped fr6m the staging, 
sustaining the above injuries.

Canadian Copper Company

On July 31st, while scaling No. 10 pillar, fourth level of the Creighton mine, 
A. Harju, a driller, had his eyeball cut by a piece of falling rock.

On August 1st, Robert Paton, a surveyor at No. 2 mine, strained the muscles of 
his hack, and was confined to the hospital for three weeks. He was descending the 
ladders at the ninth level when he slipped, lost his hold, and fell backwards, striking 
his back against the tram rail.

A. Maki, a driller at the Creighton mine, was injured by falling ground on 
August lith. He was using a stoping drill set up under a piece of bad ground in 
the back of the drift two feet above his head. When he turned on the air the ground 
fell, cutting his face and neck.
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- Y. Rukiev, a trammer at the Crean Hill mine, had his shoulder bruised and his 
arm cut by flying rock on September 6th. He was oiling a car on the seventh level 
and a gang were sand-blasting at the end of the drift about 100 feet distant. He 
heard the men shout before firing, but did not move.

Cobalt Lake Mininsr Company

On August 26th S. Shutva, a trammer at the Cobalt Lake mine, wished to go down 
the winze from the bottom level. The hoistman refused to lower him in the bucket, 
so Shutva started to slide down the cable, missed his hold and fell to the bottom of 
the winze.

J. McGregor, a drill runner, Scotchman, aged 35, married, with two children, and 
J. Waller, helper, Englishman, aged 30, married, were blasted at 8 p.m., September 17th, 
in cross-cut 2, vein 2, second level, Cobalt Lake mine. McGregor's right hand was 
blown off, the upper arm fractured, and the sight of both eyes destroyed. Waller's 
skull was fractured and the sight of one eye destroyed. These men were firing a 
missed hole when, in some manner unexplainable by themselves, the explosion occurred. 
It was the first shift for both men.

Dane Copper Company

Chas. Johnson, American, aged 45, married, contractor for the underground work 
ar the Dane Copper Company, and Stanley Cockshutt, Pole, aged 22, unmarried, 
employed as a trammer, were blasted by drilling into a missed hole on July 23rd. Both 
men were permanently blinded. A missed hole was reported in the face where the 
accident occurred. Johnson, being shorthanded that morning, took Cockshutt with him 
and started to work in the heading. They shovelled back, examined the face, were 
unable to find any evidence of a missed hole, and decided that two holes had gone at 
once. The machine was set up, and, after drilling about two inches, the explosion 
occurred. It was the first week for both men at this property.

Mclntyre-Porcupine Mines. Limited

P. R. Dea, a miner, was injured on September 27th by a falling rock while working 
in the shaft at the Mcintyre mine. It is presumed that the rock fell from the blast 
ing timbers, a distance of about 20 feet.

Mond Nickel Company

On July 22nd A. Chaurie, miner, sustained a depressed fracture of the skull at the 
North Star mine of the Mond Nickel Company. He was working in the old open cut, 
and it is surmised that some workmen, who were lowering plank about 50 feet distant, 
loosened the rock which struck Chaurie.

Moose Mountain, Limited

On July, 1st R. Sturgeon, a millman at No. l mine, while applying belt dressing 
to a conveyor belt, had his arm crushed so badly that amputation was necessary.

Trethewey Silver Cobalt Mines, Limited

On September 20th, George Dunn, timberman's helper, was injured while helping 
to remove a post about 12 feet long and 9 inches in diameter. The post slipped from 
the men and struck Dunn on the back of the head, fracturing his skull. It was Dunn's 
first shift.
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Fatal Accidents—Metallurgical Works

Algoma Steel Corporation

On July 27th B. Sacripanti, an Italian employed as iron pourer, was badly burned 
on the neck, back and hips by a splash of metal while pouring.

Coniajfa.s Reduction Company

On July 10th J. Logue, employed at the Thorold smelter, fell into the ore bin in 
the furnace house, fracturing his left leg in three places.

Noii'Fatal Accidents Quarries

Casturat Mi, au employee of the Breslau Brick Company, sustained a broken leg 
on July lith by being caught between two pieces of falling clay.

Prosecutions

Before Magistrate G. Hunter at Kingston on August 25th the North American 
Smelter Company were fined |100 and costs for an infringement of rule 5, section 164, 
Part 9, of the Mining Act of Ontario.

This company own the Perth Road lead mine, and were sinking an air shaft at 
what is known as No. 3 mine, firing by means of fuse.

Before Magistrate Brodie at Sudbury on September 29th the shift boss at the 
Murray mine was fined |15 and costs, and the hoistman at the same mine |20 and costs.

These men were guilty of an infringement of rule 97, section 164, Part 9, of the 
Mining Act of Ontario, in that they were intoxicated while on shift.

Before County Magistrate R. R. Casement at Madoc on October 3rd the Canadian 
Sulphur Ore Company were fined ?100 and costs for an infringement of rule 23, sec 
tion 164, Part 9, of the Mining Act of Ontario.

At the pyrite mine of this company, near Queensboro, the main shaft was being 
continued below the first or 118-foot level. Hoisting from the first level was continued 
without making provision for the safety of the men engaged in sinking operations.




