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To THE HONOURABLE W. H. HEARST,

Minister of Lands, Forests and Mines, Ontario.

SIR, I beg to submit herewith a preliminary statement showing the pro 
duction of the mines and metalliferous works of the Province of Ontario for the 
year 1911.

These statistics are presented in advance of the regular Report of the Bureau 
of Mines (Vol. XXI.), which when published will deal in detail with the several 
branches of the mineral industry, the present object being to make public the results 
of the year's operations at the earliest moment. The total value of the production, 
as shown by the figures appended, was $4:l,432,898, an increase of $2,119,003, or 
5.38 per cent., as compared with 1910, when the output had a value of $39,313,895 ; 
or an advance of 25.62 per cent, over the production of 1909, which was 
$32,981,375.

There are seven mineral products that each had a value of one million dollars 
or over during 1911. Of these which show an increase in value of output over 
that of 1910 are silver, pig iron, common brick, Portland cement, and natural gas. 
Nickel and copper show a decrease.

In compiling statistics of value, the basis adopted by the Bureau is the value 
of the several products in the form produced, and at the point of production. 
Were the methods of computation employed by the Department of Mines of 
Canada, or some of the other Provinces, adopted, Ontario's mineral output would 
be shown to have a considerably higher value.

The statistics herewith presented are subject to revision, but the returns re 
ceived are practically complete, and the probable changes will not materially 
affect the general accuracy of the statement.

I have the honour to be,

Sir, 

Your obedient servant,

THOS. W. GIBSON,
Deputy Minister of Mines. 

BUREAU OF MINES,
DEPARTMENT or LANDS, FORESTS AND MINES, 

Toronto, 24th February, 1912.
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NOTES. 
METALS.

Gold.—The greater part of the production came from Porcupine,, being de 
rived from the small test mills at two or three properties. The fire destroyed these 
mills and thus caused the output to be smaller than it otherwise would have been. 
The two or three large mills that were in course of construction were also de 
stroyed. The new mills at the Dome and Hollinger mines are nearing completion 
and will be in operation about the end of the first quarter of the year. The 
branch of the Ontario Government railway, the Temiskaming and Northern On 
tario, is now in operation to South Porcupine, and is almost completed to the 
townsite of Timmins. The plant of the Canadian Exploration Company at Long 
Lake, near the Sault branch of the Canadian Pacific railway, is nearly com 
pleted. As soon as electric power is av&ilable the mill will begin operations. To-



ward the end of the year, the.St. Anthony mine at Sturgeon Lake, north-west of 
Port Arthur, was unwatered, and milling of ore has begun. The Belmont or Cor- 
dova mine, in Hastings County, has, after being idle a number of years, begun 
operations under new owners. There was a small production of gold from seven 
or eight mines, in addition to those mentioned, in other parts of Northern and 
North-western Ontario.

Silver.—The entire production came from the mines of Cobalt and surrounding 
region. The output in 1911 was 31,507,791 ounces, this being the greatest annual 
production since the beginning of mining at Cobalt,. exceeding the production of 
1910 by approximately one million ounces. The shipments of bullion from Cobalt 
increased greatly during the past year owing chiefly to the operations of the refinery 
of the Nipissing mine. The process employed by that company is somewhat unique, 
being a combination of amalgamation and cyanidation. There was a shortage of 
power during the early part of the year owing to an accident to one of the large 
plants. The power situation has since been satisfactory. The extension of the 
concentration processes has brought about a change in the character of the ship 
ments. Instead of much low grade ore being shipped from Cobalt, the shipments 
now embrace a large quantity of high grade concentrates. That silver is produced 
at a very low cost at Cobalt is shown by the last annual report of one of the com 
panies, the Coniagas, which produced metal throughout the year at an average 
total cost of 8.8 cents an ounce, including mining, concentrating, freight to emelter, 
sampling, assaying, and treatment charges and all head office expenses and royalties.

At Cobalt in 1911 there were seven mines which each produced 1,500,000 
ounces or more of silver. In order of production they are as follows: Nipissing, 
4,627,043; La Rose, 4,090,157; Crown Reserve, 3,430,902; Coniagas, 3,273,464; 
McKinley-Darragh, 2,551,884; Kerr Lake, 2,238,353; Buffalo, 1,644,245. Three 
other mines produced over a million ounces each.

Two properties at Gowganda were producers during the year, as were also 
two in South Lorrain.

' Refineries at Copper Cliff, Deloro, Thorold and Orillia continue to treat the 
greater proportion of the high grade ore shipped from Cobalt.

The dividends paid by the companies operating at Cobalt and in South Lor 
rain in 1911 amounted to $8,588,916, or over one-half of the total value of the 
silver produced. The total dividends distributed up to the end of 1911 amounted 
to $30,391,095, not including profits made by two or three privately owned mines 
or close corporations. For the whole period since the mines were opened at 
Cobalt, there has been produced from this part of Ontario 125,571,980 ounces .of 
silver, which brought the mine owners $64,317,352.

Cobalt.—~The quantity of cobalt in crude material shown in the table is only 
that part of the output for which mining companies were paid by purchasers of 
ore. A much larger quantity was sliipped out, but, for the most part, brought 
no returns. The table also shows the quantity and value of cobalt oxide, cobalt 
nickel oxides, and other cobalt-holding material shipped by the refineries of the 
Province. The market for cobalt oxide continues depressed. .

Nickel.—The nickel mines and smelters in the vicinity of Sudbury had a 
smaller output in 1911 than in 1910. Toward the end of the year, however, the 
output was increased, and the two operating companies are preparing to still 
further increase it. The Mond Nickel Company is arranging for the erection of 
a plant with increased capacity at Coniston, east of Sudbury, at the junction of 
the Canadian Northern with the Canadian Pacific Railway.

The nickel contents of the silver-cobalt ores, which yield nothing to the mine 
owners, are not here included in the output of nickel.



Copper.—The copper produced in Ontario last year came from the nickel- 
copper mines at Sudbury. The two metals, copper and nickel, occurring together, 
the output of the former rises and falls with that of the latter. In 1910 the pro 
duction of copper was 9,630 tons, in matte. In 1911 it was 8,966 tons. The price 
of the copper in the table of statistics, like that of the nickel, is based on its value 
in the matte and not on its refined value.

Iron Ore and Pig Iron.—In 1911, all the hematite shipped came from the 
Helen mine of the Lake Superior Power Company. The quantity was 137,377 
tons, an increase over the shipments of 1910 which amounted to 112,246 tons. 
Three other mines shipped a total of 38,254 tons of magnetite.

The 526,610 tons of pig iron produced came from the following companies, 
viz., Hamilton Steel and Iron Company, Atikokan Iron Company, Standard 
Chemical Company. Canada Iron Corporation, and the Algoma Steel Company. 
The Hamilton Steel and Iron Company and the Algoma Steel Company were 
also producers of steel. Of the ore smelted, 67,631 tons were of domestic and 
848,814 of foreign origin.

Discoveries of metals, not hitherto found in economic quantities in the Pro 
vince, include mercury and tungsten. The former metal occurs in the silver-bear 
ing Cobalt ores, and the latter in the mineral scheelite, in certain gold-bearing 
quartz veins at Porcupine.

Building Materials.—The value of the building materials, such as brick and 
Portland cement, produced in 1911 shows a material increase over that of 1910. 
There is an increasing demand for suitable stone for road-making, and arrange 
ments are being made for opening quarries to supply the needs of the older part 
of the Province. Marble from the quarries near Bancroft, in Hastings County, 
is being employed for the decoration of the interior of buildings.

Petroleum.—The production of petroleum continues to decline. The output 
during 1911 amounted to 10,102,081 Imperial gallons, as compared with 
11,004,357 in 1910.

Natural Gas.—In contrast to petroleum, natural ga,s shows an increased pro 
duction year bv year. In 1911 natural gas from Ontario wells had a value of 
83,068,429, while'in 1910 its value was 81,490,334. and in 1909 considerably less. 
81,188,179.

By counties, the new producing wells of 1.911 are distributed as follows, viz.. 
Welland 26, Haldimand 124, Brant 60, Norfolk 19, Wentworth 9, and Elgin 16.

Minor Products.—Among the products of lesser value, calcium carbide shows 
a decrease in 1911 as compared with the preceding year. This is due to the 
absorption of Ontario plants by an extra-provincial company and the closing or 
partial closing down of the works during a part of the year. Talc shows a con 
siderable increase in quantity and value of output, as does iron pyrites. Another 
acid plant, which will use pyrites as a raw material, was erected in the Province 
during 1911. There are a number of industries which, owing to abundance of 
raw material, are capable of great expansion. These include gypsum and salt, 
both -of which show an increased output during the past year.

Ontario's mineral industry is characterized by the variety and uniqueness 
of its products. Moreover, it is characterized by rapid increase in the value of 
annual output during recent years, and it offers great scope for increase in the 
future.




