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Introduction 
For decades, recreational mineral collectors from around the world have been coming to south eastern Ontario 
to pursue their fascinating hobby by searching out mineral specimens from the many available collecting sites 
for which the region is famous.  For this reason, many consider the region, often referred to in general as the 
Bancroft area, the “Mineral Capital of Canada”. 
 
A wide variety of minerals are known from hundreds of different occurrences throughout the region.  Sadly, over 
the years, many of these localities have been closed to mineral collectors due in part to park and cottage 
development and a host of other land access issues.  It has been suggested that fewer mineral collectors are 
coming to the region now than in the past.  If this is true it may be in part, because there are fewer collecting 
sites available to the collector.  The Municipality of Highlands East, with the assistance of the Ontario’s 
Highlands Tourism Organization, has acquired a number of mineral claims to explore the possibility of 
developing these claims as new recreational mineral collecting destinations, thereby providing incentive for 
mineral collectors to return and stay in the region. 
 
The Salerno Claim, located approximately 3 km east of the town of Irondale and 20 km east-southeast of 
Minden, is one of the claims held by the Municipality of Highlands East and is the subject of this report (Figure 
1).  Superb mineral specimens of tremolite, scapolite, apatite, amphibole, feldspar and titanite from localities 
within 20 kilometres of the Salerno claim are well known among mineral collectors.  The goal of this study was 
to locate and identify mineral collecting sites on the Salerno claim. 
 
 The author, with assistance of two helpers, explored this claim for potential mineral collecting sites on May 1, 
2012. 
 

Claim Information 
The Salerno claim was staked on June 3, 2011 and its claim number is SO 1500020. Its ownership is currently the 
Corporation of the Municipality of Highlands East.  The Salerno claim covers 1 concession lot in Glamorgan 
Township (Lot 3, Concession 4), consists of two claim units and carries an $800 annual exploration work 
commitment.  The claim has an expiry date of June 3, 2013.  
 

Location and Access 
The Salerno claim is irregularly shaped because of the numerous small privately owned cottage lots that bound 
the claim on the south and west (Figure 2).  It measures approximately 0.4 by 1.0 kilometre in size.  It is located 
approximately 20 kilometres east-southeast of Minden and 56 kilometres west-southwest from Bancroft, two of 
the largest towns in the region and is approximately 3 kilometres east of Irondale (Figure 1).  The claim is located 
on NTS map 31D/16.   
 
The claim is bounded by private land and a small section of shoreline on Salerno Lake.  The easiest way to access 
the claim is to start at the public boat launch on the north end of Salerno Lake, just south of the town of 
Irondale.  Travel by boat southeast along Salerno Lake for approximately 3 kilometres to the section of the claim 
exposed on the shore of Salerno Lake. 
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Previous Work 
The Salerno claim is underlain by rocks of the Grenville Province of the Canadian Shield.  On a regional level 
Grenville Province rocks have been extensively studied and prospected for various ores over the last century.  
Numerous authors have studied and described these rocks.  
 
Guides to mineral collecting sites in southern Ontario have been published by various authors.  One of the more 
recent guides covering the area is by Sabina (1986).  Sabina (1986) describes mineral collecting sites throughout 
the Bancroft region, including several sites in the Minden, Tory Hill and Kinmount areas.  Nothing has been 
described from the Salerno claim or its immediate vicinity. 
 

Fieldwork 
For ease of reference, the mineral claim covering Lot 3, Concession 4 in the township of Glamorgan (SO 
1500020) is being referred to in this report as the “Salerno claim”.  The author and two assistants spent May 1, 
2012 exploring and gathering data on this claim. 
  
The focus of this investigation was to locate and evaluate areas on the Salerno claim with the potential for well 
crystallized minerals suitable to attract the attention of recreational mineral collectors.  Traverse paths were 
recorded in the field using a hand-held GPS device and are shown in Figure 2.  Three location points described in 
this report were recorded in the field as UTM coordinates using the same hand-held GPS device. 
  



 
Page 4 

 

 

Figure 2; Location Map 
of Traverse Paths 
and Crystal Sites 

on the Salerno Claim, 
L 3, C 4, Glamorgan Twp, ON 
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Property Geology 
The Salerno claim is underlain by high-grade metamorphic rocks of the Grenville Province of the Canadian 
Shield.   Rocks of the Grenville Province are well known and have been described by many authors.  These rocks 
host virtually all the known mineral and crystal occurrences that attract mineral collectors, both professional and 
recreational, to the Bancroft area. 
 
Due to time constraints the field party focused most of their efforts in the field to exploring for potential mineral 
collecting sites.  The property’s geology was noted in only a few places; therefore, not enough information was 
gathered to construct an accurate detailed geology map of the property.   
 

Potential Mineral Collecting Sites 
Three sites of interest to mineral collectors were identified during this study.  Course grained diopside and 
calcite was identified in a small area on a cliff-like outcrop marked “Diopside” on Figure 2 (UTM - 17 T 698579 
4971043, NAD 83).   There is potential for attractive diopside specimens from this site, although none were 
found during this investigation. 
 
A second site, marked “Tremolite Diopside” on Figure 2 (UTM - 17 T 698533 4971012, NAD 83), showed 
potential for diopside and tremolite crystals up to 5-10 centimetres in length.  Occurring at this site were 
euhedral diopside and tremolite crystals attached to matrix which protruded into course-grained calcite.  
Although, most samples found here were broken, the author feels that this site holds significant potential for 
fine well crystallized mineral specimens of both diopside and tremolite. 
 
 

At the third site, marked 
“Tremolite Tourmaline” on Figure 
2 (UTM - 17 T 698471 4971095, 
NAD 83), our field party found 
euhedral crystals of attractive light 
greyish green tremolite to 10 cm, 
brown tourmaline (probably uvite) 
and crude but large feldspar (up to 
20 cm) crystals.  With considerable 
effort we were able expose an 
area on the side of a low ridge 
where these crystals occurred 
(Figure 3).  Crystals occurred in 
irregular earth-filled holes in the 
ridge.  These holes or cavities 
were likely once filled with calcite 
that has since weathered away.  In 
the ridge nearby, we found other 
areas where tremolite crystals 
occurred encased in calcite.  Most 
of the tremolite has very lustrous 

and striated prism faces, however, the terminal crystal face were mostly absent, either having been broken off 
or attached to the cavity wall (Figure 4).  Brown tourmaline is very uncommon and euhedral crystals are 
exceptionally rare.  Some of the tourmaline is transparent in small sections and may be suitable for faceting into 
small gemstones.     
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Based on the findings of this short investigation the author feels that this claim has potential for the discovery of 
additional mineral collecting sites. 
 

Summary and Recommendations 
The author and two field assistants spent May 1, 2012 exploring the Salerno claim for sites bearing minerals 
suitable for the recreational mineral collector.  Three potential crystal-bearing sites were found. 
 
With this in mind, the author recommends the following; 
 
1/ explore for additional sites attractive to the recreational mineral collector. 
 
2/ try to negotiate with local private land owners for easier land access to the claim.  The simplest way would be 

to approach the owners of the private road which traverses the property. 
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Appendix  1;  
Statement of Qualifications of the Author 
  
I, Bradley S. Wilson of P.O. Box 352, Kingston, Ontario, K7L 4W2, do hereby state that I: 
 

1/ graduated from Queen's University in 1982 with an Honours B.Sc. degree in Geology. 
2/ graduated from Carleton University in 1987 with a M.Sc. degree in Geology. 
3/ received a degree in gemmology in 1991 from the Canadian Gemmological Association (F.C.Gm.A). 
4/ worked as an independent consultant on over 20 coloured gemstone projects since 1991. 
5/ worked for mineral exploration companies during parts of 23 of the last 33 years either as a  

consultant or as a seasonal employee. 
6/ conducted gemstone exploration on my own behalf nearly continuously since 1982. 
7/ have no interest, direct or indirect, in the Salerno claim (SO 1500020). 
8/ performed the work described in this report. 

 
 
 
 
 
    Bradley S. Wilson 
 
    May 31, 2013 
 
 
 

 


